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AN APPEAL FOR SUSTAINABILITY from GRAMA VIKAS(GV) A NON FOR PROFIT
RURAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION

WORKING IN A SOUTHERN INDIAN STATE CALLED KARNATAKA

In one Grama Panchayat villages (Local Government jurisdiction) in Kolar district

which is a dry and distress -stricken are a of a southern Indian state called
KARNATAKA, a NGO, GRAMA VIKS(GV), which has been implementing and
facilitating rural development projects since 1979 -1980. GV is involved in
providing relief in the form of dry food to communities in Grama Panchayat vill ages
besides other villages as well. In 5 small villages, GV, mobilized employment
generation programmes from Local Government funding so that people do very
hard physical work to earn Rs.275/ -(3.66 USD) per day for digging a pit of 3 feet
x 3 feet x 3 fe et on a lake bed to plant water resistant saplings soon after rains
start. This is to lead a dignified life without depending on outside help for dry

food in the form of relief.

CONVERGENCE:

GV is converging with Local Government and providing 1.5 dollars ( i.e about
Rs.125/ - in Indian currency) as support wages to people that come and work for
their livelihoods. The rationale behind this approach is:

a) This is the time people need good nutritious food to develop resistance to
body

b) This is the time people generally fall sick and need to invest extra monies for
medical treatment

c) These are the times rural folks need additional financial resources to inves t
in farming (agricultural operations)

d) These are the times generally people in the villages need extra resources to

i nvest on their childrends school educa
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In order to meet all the above -mentioned expenses in consideration, it was decided
by the o rganization to pay the people about USD 1.5 from the organization side.

Till date, GV, has paid close to USD 335 (in Indian currency it is Rs.25,000/ -)in
one village. This week we will have to pay USD 700 (Rs.52,500/ - in Indian
currency).

GV is motivatin g people in the villages not to depend on charity in the form of DRY
FOOD supply from outside. Encouraging people to take up works to promote
TREE PLANTATION for which people are using equipment (like hoes) to dig pits of
3 x 3 x 3 feet size which is a ver y hard physical work. Digging pits and planting
saplings of forest species which are useful for farmers and birds and thus
participating in promotion of BIO DIVERSITY.

This kind of work will take place in 5 villages in which 200 people participate for
17 days.

BUDGET
The budget that would require by the organization:

///////////

200 personsx17day sxlb5dollars éé ééééeeeeceéé 5,100 $ USD

Wages paid by Grama Panchayat (Local government) ee. . 3.66 $ USD
Wages paid from organization i.e Grama Vikas eeeeéeeé. . 1.50% USD
Total wages from both sources é é éééééeéééééé. 5.16 $ USD

A family of 5 (two parents and three children) persons will live on this income of
USD 5.16 in a day with which all the FIVE get THREE MEALS. Just FOOD.

IMPACT:

a) About 2000 saplings will be planted of forest species

b) These trees will supply OXYGEN to 14000 population when once they grow
"A mature leafy tree produces as much oxygen in a season as 10 people
inhale in a year." "A 100 -foot tree, 18 inches diameter at its base, produces
6,000 pounds of oxygen." "On average, one tree produces nearly 260
pounds of oxygen each year. Two mature trees can provide enough oxygen
for a family of four.
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c) Organic Carbon in the soils of lake bed will be increased immensely which
can be transported by farmers during summer to their farms
d) Thousands of birds will be housed
e) Every day interaction with the community to facilitate social engineering
which will strengthen DISASTER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES in the
village to face any DISASTER in future on their own. In one village called
Honnsetthalli this committee is already formed and started raising
contributions from their daily wages to face any disaster in future on their
own. The committee formation meeting raised about USD 22.66( in | ndian
currencyRs.1700/  -).



COVID 19 RESPONSES
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AWARNESS ON MGNREGA WORK IN HONNASETTHALLI
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MGNREGA WORK PROGRESS IN HONNASETTHALLI DURING COVID 019
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